
 

 

SL(5)352 – Statutory Guidance for the Commissioning of 

VAWDASV Services in Wales 

Background and Purpose 

This guidance applies to the commissioning of Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence (“VAWDASV”) and related services by relevant authorities under the Violence 

against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 (“the Act”). Relevant 

authorities are defined as local authorities, local health boards, fire and rescue authorities and 

NHS Trusts.  The guidance will become statutory from 1 April 2019 and will be issued under 

section 15 of the Act (‘power to issue statutory guidance’).  

In order to achieve a joined-up and collaborative approach, this guidance is intended to assist 

the commissioning of any other related services by commissioners from relevant authorities, 

Welsh and UK Government departments and the criminal justice system working to achieve the 

purposes of the Act.  To that extent it is issued under section 60 of the Government of Wales Act 

2006.  

Procedure 

The procedure for issuing guidance is set out in section 16 of the Act.  A draft of the guidance must be 

laid before the Assembly.  If, within 40 days (excluding any time when the Assembly is dissolved or is in 

recess for more than 4 days) of the draft being laid, the Assembly resolves not to approve the draft 

guidance then the Welsh Ministers must not issue the guidance.  

If no such resolution is made before the end of that period, the Welsh Ministers must issue the guidance 

in the form of the draft. 

Scrutiny under Standing Order 21.7 

No points are identified for reporting under Standing Order 21.7 in respect of this guidance. 

Implications arising from exiting the European Union  

No points are identified for reporting under Standing Order 21.7 in respect of this guidance. 

Government Response 

No government response is required. 
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